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Well, here we are again... Christmas time! That magical 

time of year when the fairy lights come out, the biscuit tins 

mysteriously empty themselves, and we all try to wrap pre-

ǎŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ άƘŜƭǇŜŘέ ōȅ ǇŜǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎŜƭƭƻǘŀǇŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

ǘƻȅΗ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǿƛƭƭΣ Ŏƻǎȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ 

our blessings; and for us at Hollytrees, it always begins with 

the animals who rely on us. 

But in the middle of all the rushing around, cleaning and 

feeding the animals in our care, I find myself stopping and 

wondering what on earth is going on out there. Honestly, 

where do all these animals come from before find their way 

to us? And more importantly, where will they end up? We 

work so hard to find homes that are truly safe and loving, 

and when we finally do, we have to make sure everything is 

secure, suitable, and ready for the long haul. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘ ōƛƭƭǎΦ hƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘ ōƛƭƭǎΗ 

¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǳǇ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ LΩƳ ƘŀƭŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

charging us for breathing in the waiting room! Even the gov-

ernment seems baffled, launching inquiries into the costs, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΗ 

With everything happening in the world: the conflicts, the 

ŎƘŀƻǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 

ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǿŜǇǘ 

along by circumstances they never deserved. People fall in 

love with a stray while travelling, or hear about a small ani-

mal in trouble somewhere far away, and before you know it 

ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

the terrible circumstances they were in, but I fear that there 

is only so many suitable homes for these special case ani-

mals. So what will happen when every single rescue, like us, 

is bursting at the seams with a waiting list a mile long? I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 

sick, but all we can do is keep going, keep caring, and keep 

opening our doors to the ones who need us most. 

!ǎ L ǎŀȅΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

wonderful people come in! Whether you do a lot or a little, 

every bit of help you give to us, and to the animals and 

birds in our care, makes all the difference. After living at 

Hollytrees for 40 years, I can see exactly what Iris and Les 

Elliot gained from it: the satisfaction, the peace of mind, 

and the deep sense of purpose that comes from helping any 

creature who needs, and asks for, a little help. It really does 

ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 

Most of you know that I started helping here, and at the 

5ŀǾƛŜǎΩ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ мпΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ ²ȅǘƘŀƭƭ 

Animal Sanctuary, and Hollytrees was then the BUAV 

(British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection) Animal Res-

cue Centre. Both charities did superb work, and I was proud 

to be part of both. 

This was back in the days when a lot, and I mean a lot, of 

animals were being used for animal testing. Some of it was 

ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀŘȅ 

tricks going on: stolen pets being sold on, animals being 

passed through markets where no one had any idea where 

they were headed, and deals happening out of sight. 

LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ IŜƴƭŜȅ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƛƴ IŜƴƭŜȅ-in-Arden. 

My family and so many others went there to buy and sell 

everything from eggs to furniture. Live animals and birds 

were sold openly under the hammer, but there were also 

dodgy deals happening in the car parks. The BUAV got in-

volved, and slowly but surely the truth came out. 

Before long, the whole opera-

tion was exposed. I still re-

member the people who had 

been supplying the illegal deal-

ers; they ended up in court, 

especially once the stolen ani-

mals were identified. Iris and 

Les set up their cattery as a 

ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ άƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΣέ ŀƴŘ 

loads of people came searching 

for their missing pets. And sure 

enough, quite a few of the 30-

plus cats were reunited with 

their owners. Everyone was 

overwhelmed; people cried, 

the animals cried, even the po-

ƭƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀōŀŎƪΦ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

forget three nuns from a convent in Selly Park who turned 

up, and yes, one of the cats was theirs! You should have 

seen the reaction! 

The BUAV and the police had several successes like that, 
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re-homed. Came in as strays, 

and after a lot of socialising, 
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breaking up illegal groups across the country. The BUAV 

was highly respected by animal charities everywhere, and 

LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

Anyway, those were the days, and I, for one, am glad 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƎƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴπ

wanted animals now have a far better deal. So, with that bit 

ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ 

to this year. 

As you probably already know, everyone at Hollytrees is still 

just as determined as ever to help any animal or bird that 

ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

going to come through our gate; but whatever it is, we help 

it. And this year has been no different. 

Let me start with our friends, the deer families. Honestly, 

how on earth do they manage to get themselves into so 

many different kinds of trouble? We do our best to reach 

any deer in difficulty as quickly as possible. And would you 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊǳƴƎΦ 

!ƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻŜ ǎǘŀƎ 

wedged under a transit van on the M42 at Junction 2, Hop-

wood. Never a quiet moment! 

Whenever someone calls us about a deer, whatever the 

problem may be, we always ask them to do three things if 

ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΥ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǘƻ 

an absolute minimum, and use whatever soft materials they 

can, towels and blankets etc, to gently prevent the animal 

from struggling, being mindful of potential broken limbs. 

Once we get there, we will quickly inspect for any injuries, 

before securing them and transporting them to a vet as 

ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ CƻǊ ŘŜŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ ōŀƎǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƛŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 

out and frighten themselves, keeping them calm and pre-

venting further injury from the panic. 

LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ 

facilities to handle many 

ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

incredibly grateful to our 

friends at Amicus Vets. Es-

pecially the boss, Roy, who 

has apparently been al-

ƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘƛǊŜ όL ŘƻƴΩǘ 

agree with that decision, 

but there we are!). Regard-

less of that, we will always 

recommend Amicus for any 

wildlife needs! 

Nearly finished with the deer talk, but honestly, they man-

age to pop up everywhere, even in the city centre! One was 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ {ǘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ {Ƴŀƭƭ IŜŀǘƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

out that most of these trace back to the network of canals, 

railway lines, and parks around Birmingham. They all link 

together, giving wildlife like deer, foxes, and even badgers a 

ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ōŀŘƎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŜπ

ing pushed out of the countryside due to TB (tuberculosis), 

which is dangerous for cattle, and humans, and end up 

looking for food and shelter in the towns and other more 

built up areas. You have to be very careful when handling 

ōŀŘƎŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛǘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΗ .ǳǘ 

ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴΣ [ƛǎŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

group of volunteers at Badger Rescue, if needed, who know 

everything there is to know about rehabilitating badgers. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 

had two otters this year, their numbers are certainly going 

up across the UK. We contacted the Environment Agency, 

who came out immediately to help. The first otter was 

found in Earlswood, crying and alone next to its mother 

who sadly fell victim to a road traffic accident. I collected 

the mother too, and both went off with the Agency. The 

second was from Balsall Common, and we suspect it was a 

victim of all the disruption from the HS2 railway works. But 

last we heard both of the youngsters were doing very well, 

and on track for release back into the wild! Always a joyous 

thing to hear. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ 

scratching our heads: three com-

mon woodcocks. Woodcocks are 

hardly ever seen, even in the 

countryside, so why on earth was 

one found right in the middle of 

.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ WŜǿŜƭƭŜǊȅ vǳŀǊǘŜǊΚ 

Another came from the island in 

front of the old Birmingham Fire 

Station at Lancaster Circus, and a 

third was sadly found dead on 

the Stratford Road by Sparkhill 

tŀǊƪΦ bƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄπ

pect to find in those areas, but as 

LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƴƻǿ ŀŦǘŜǊ 

running Hollytrees so long, you 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

you answer a call for help! The two survivors are happily 

tucking into the only thing they go absolutely mad for: live 

mealworms, long been one of the secrets to our success 

ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

A roe deer recovering in one of 

our pens. Once rehabilitated we 

release them back into the wild. 

A great spotted wood-

pecker that we hand-

reared, brought to us as an 

orphan. Here he is munch-

ing on mealworms, a firm 

favourite for our birds! 
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ȅŜǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

migrants just passing through, heading somewhere else 

entirely. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƻƴŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘπ

ting more and more calls about 

are parrots and parakeets. Bir-

mingham seems to be full of 

them these days, with wild colo-

nies popping up all over the 

place, including a large one 

around Handsworth Wood! They 

generally seem to survive ex-

tremely well, even thrive, but do 

find themselves stuck in places 

like factories and shops, or down 

ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

cheeky macaws. And honestly, who teaches them to swear 

ŀǘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΚΗ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

fun rescue! 

 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ 

of the animals and birds that 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻΦ hǾŜǊ 

the years, Hollytrees has built up 

all sorts of traps and techniques 

for safely catching just about any 

creature that comes our way. 

The most challenging is always 

those animals that decide the 

motorways are the perfect place 

to hide. On that subject, I have to 

ǎŀȅΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ 

Agency staff enough; both in the 

offices and out on the motor-

ways. They are some of the most caring and considerate 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

think not only of the animals, 

ōǳǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻƻΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

respond when they call; after 

ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

ƘŜƭǇΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳƻπ

rable experiences rescuing 

distressed animals with them 

on our lovely motorways. 

When their number pops up 

on my mobile, you never quite 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘΣ 

and raring to respond. 

Before I wrap this up for another year, I want to give a mas-

sive thank you to all of you wonderful people who voted for 

ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ BBC WM Make A Difference Award! The 

event was held at the beautiful Hippodrome Theatre with 

the lovely Sarah Julian hosting, and I am absolutely thrilled 

to say that I won the ANIMAL AWARD! (Indeed that is me 

holding the receiving the award on the front of the card!) 

A special thanks has to go 

to Rob Meese for nominat-

ƛƴƎ ƳŜΣ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ 

without your nomination, 

and for accompanying me 

on the night along with my 

daughter Wendy, and Ame-

lia my wonderful grand-

daughter. It was a fantastic 

evening, full of warmth, 

laughter, and celebration. 

They even let me give a  

ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǇŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŀƳōƭŜ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΗ ¸ƻǳ 

know how I am when I get started! 

To everyone who voted, cheered, and supported us, from 

ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

mine; it belongs to all of us who care so deeply about giving 

animals a better life. 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŎȅ ƴŀƎƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ 

ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜƻπ

ple. 

I must start by giving a massive thank you to all of you won-

derful members and non-members who have helped, do-

nated, or supported us in any way. Every little bit counts, 

and all of us, two-legged and four-legged alike, are truly 

grateful. You were so generous in your donations of bed-

ding and other animal supplies after last years newsletter 

that we had to pause taking in physical donations for a few 

months just so we could get through everything we had! 

And conduct some much needed renovations to our storage 

sheds. The support was overwhelming. Thankfully, all being 

ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

A huge thank you also goes to our incredible team who 

ƪŜŜǇ IƻƭƭȅǘǊŜŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

of volunteers we can have, Covid truly messed that up for 

good it seems, but between the few long standing helpers, 

and our dedicated staff, we keep the wheels turning. In un-

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƴŜǿǎΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƭƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ 

to Eric, who had been volunteering with us for a few years. 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ hǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

better half, Annie. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀƛŘ ƎƻƻŘπ

Our resident macaw, 

Benny. Rescued over 20 

years ago! 

A buzzard that was hit by a 

car and we rescued with the 

Highways Agency. Here in a 

flight pen before release! 

Another Highways Agency call 

was this tawny owl. Found on 

the roadside. Here she is look-

ing forward to her feed! 

(L-R) Rob, Wendy, myself & little 

Amelia, on the night of the event. 
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bye to our lovely Sophie, who any of you who came to Hol-

lytrees would recognise as the happy, polite, young woman 

who was always eager to help you out. Our Sophie started 

here as a work placement through college when she was 

мсΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΗ ! ǎǇƻǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

she threw herself into the role, and before long she was 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΗ hǾŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 

work with the 608 Veterinary Group in Solihull. Best of luck 

Sophie, with whatever you do. You will be truly missed, and 

we thank you for everything you, and your family, did for 

Hollytrees. With such a huge hole to fill, we have welcomed 

two additions to the team. The first, Sue, started coming to 

us as a volunteer back when she was just 12! She gained the 

ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ {ǳŜΣέ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

is now also a wonderful mother to three lovely daughters, 

whom she drags in to help muck out whenever they claim 

ǘƻ ōŜ άōƻǊŜŘέ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ {ǳŜέΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōǊƛƭπ

liant to have you with us again. 

The second is young Heidi. We first met Heidi when she was 

dropping off her daughters to volunteer with us through the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, before Covid put a stop 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ IŜƛŘƛ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

getting stuck in herself! Well, after her daughters finished 

their time with us and moved on to other things, Heidi de-

cided she wanted to stay and help the animals in our care, 

fulfilled by the work we accomplish here together. Years 

passed, and now the timing was just right for her to join our 

team officially. So, welcome aboard Heidi! Not much will 

change really, you can still boss me around and tell me I 

need to stop with the hoarding!! 

As always, a huge, heartfelt 

thank you to our manager 

¢ǊŀŎȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

here over 30 years now, and 

ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ 

without her. Without Tracy 

keeping all the day-to-day 

ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ 

anywhere near the number 

of animals that we do. We 

truly appreciate you, and 

from the bottom of my 

heart, thank you. 

And I have to thank my eldest daughter Wendy, who has 

been helping me out more and more with the paperwork 

side of the charity, and the boarding kennels. The rules, 

policies, forms, procedures, seem to compound year on 

ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

Although as I say these days, 

ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ 

done, is bring Amelia, my 

first granddaughter, into this 

world. 

To little Amelia I have to give 

an extra-special thanks, she 

may choose my nursing 

home one day after all! But 

on a serious note, seeing her 

eager to get stuck in with the 

animals, and her smiling face 

when we get to sneak off 

and release one back to the 

wild, is truly priceless; and 

has fast become another rea-

son I so enjoy the work we do 

here at Hollytrees. One day 

this will all be hers! 

But for now, from all of us at Hollytrees: the staff, the vol-

unteers, my darling wife Ann, our family, and all of the ani-

mals in our care, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a 

ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ нлнсΗ /ƘŜŜǊǎΗ ȄȄȄ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hollytrees Animal Rescue Trust can be found at: 
Hollytrees Kennels 

Packhorse Lane 
Hollywood 

Birmingham 
B47 5DH 

Phone number: 01564 823244 
Website: www.raydedicoat.com 

Email address: raydedicoat@yahoo.co.uk 

Donations are gratefully received at the above address. 

Tracy hand-feeding a baby fox,. 

She was on hourly feeding duty 

until he could look after himself. 

Little Amelia hand-feeding a 

young deer that was found in 

the wet and cold. She always 

wants to be involved, in any-

thing she can, bless her. 


