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wonderful people come in! Whether you do a lot or a little,
every bit of help you give to us, and to the animals and
birds in our care, makes all the difference. After living at
Hollytrees for 40 years, | can see exactly what Iris and Le
Elliot gained from it: the satisfaction, the peace of mind,
and the deep sense of purpose that comes from helping an
creature who needs, and asks for, a little help. It really does
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HARTBEAT Most of you know that | started helping here, and at the
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CH R I STMAS 2025 Animal Sanctuary, and Hollytrees was then the BUA\

(British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection) Animal Res-

Issue Number 63 December 2025 cue Centre. Both charities did superb work, and | was prou

to be part of both.
Well, here we are again... Christmas time! That magical
time of year when the fairy lights come out, the biscuit tlnsTh'S was back in the days whenog and | mean a lot, of
mysteriously empty themselves, and wetayl to wrap pre- animals were being used for animal testing. Some of it wa:
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our blessings; and for us at Hollytrees, it always begins Wlpr?ssed through markets where no one had any idea wher
the animals who rely on us they were headed, and deals happening out of sight.

But in the middle of all the rushing around, cleaning an& Qtt YySOSNI ¥ZNHSU 0K 3dn-ARderR
feeding the animals in our care, | find myself stopping an'éﬂ’Iy family and so many others went there to buy and sell

wondering what on earth is going on out there. I_|Ones,[|yeveryth|ng from eggs to furniture. Live animals and birds

where do all these animals come from before find their Way/vere sold openly under the hammer, but there were also
to us? And more importantly, where will they end up? wé!0dgy deals happening in the car parks. The BUAV got i

work so hard to find homes that are truly safe and loving, volved, and slowly but surely the truth came out.

and when we finally do, we have to make sure everything Before long, the whole operg l

secure, suitable, and ready for the long haul. tion was exposed. | still r¢
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charging us for breathing in the waiting room! Even the 90\‘?rs they ended up in cou
ernment seems baffled, launching inquiries into the Costgspeually once the stolen a
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along by circumstances they never deserved. People fall ghough, quite a few of the 3
love with a stray while travelling, or hear about a small anpjys cats were reunited with Atrilo of kuirttens e

mal in trouble somewhere far away, and before you know i
y y their owners. Everyone was, gj Came in i as tray&N
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the terrible circumstances they were in, but | fear that therghe animals cried, even the PO- we managed to rdiome

is only so many suitable homes for these special case apix 38 gSNB 1Sy Fol Ol ® L Qf
mals. So what will happen when every single rescue, like ygrget three nuns from a convent in Selly Park who turned
i§ bursting at the seams ,withAa waiting IistAa mile Iong?gp, and yes, one of the cats was theirs! You should hav
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sick, but all we can do is keep going, keep caring, and kee
opening our doors to the ones who need us most.
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ﬁe BUAV and the police had several successes like th:
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breaking up illegal groups across the country. The BUANéarly finished with the deer talk, but honestly, they man-
was highly respected by animal charities everywhere, arabe to pop up everywhere, even in the city centre! One was
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out that most of these trace back to the network of canals,
Anyway, those were the days, and I, for one, am gladJ
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wanted animals now have a far better deal. So, with that blttoge'iher, 9|V|ng ,|IdI|fe Ivlk? deer, foxes, arld even b?dgers'{e
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ing pushed out of the countryside due to TB (tuberculosis)
As you probably already know, everyone at Hollytrees is stjlhich is dangerous for cattle, and humans, and end ug
just as determined as ever to help any animal or bird thaboking for food and shelter in the towns and other more
F NNRA FSa ySSRAYy3I OF NB® 9 0S Kt up &dad\yod Bave Kol b@ Fery ¥aReful WwReh handink
going to come through our gate; but whatever itis,we help  RISNE = G(KSeQNB &2 |ljdza O1 |
it. And this year has been no different. $SQ@S 3A20G az2yYysS SELISNIa ¢S
Let me start with our friends, the deer families. Honestlyg,]Iroulo O_f voluntegrs at Badger Rescue, 'f ngeded, who knov
how on earth do they manage to get themselves into SSverythmg there is to know about rehabilitating badgers.

many different kinds of trouble? We do our besttoreach y R (KI &G f S Ra dza 2y G2 2
any deer in difficulty as quickly as possible. And would ydiad two otters this year, their numbers are certainly going
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wedged under a transit van on the M42 at Junction 2, Hoeund in Earlswood, crying and alone next to its mother
wood. Never a quiet moment! who sadly fell victim to a road traffic accident. | collected

Whenever someone calls us about a deer, whatever thtge mother too, and both went off with the Agency. The

problem may be, we always ask them to do three things ﬁ?cf’”d was from. Balsgll Common, and W? suspect It was
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an absolute minimum, and use whatever soft materials thek?St we heard both of the your?gsters wgre doing very well,
can, towels and blankets etc, to gently prevent the animaqnd on track for release back into the wild! Always a joyous

from struggling, being mindful of potential broken limbs. thing to hear.

Once we get there, we will quickly inspect for any injuries; ye ij K S I\l‘] NI N‘B 7]
before securing them and transporting them to a vet a¥ KA (’_l esk N Kk
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venting further injury from the panic. one found right in the middie g
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facilities to handle many station at Lancaster Circus, ant
eLSa 2F Ay 2dmd SdsZsadly Yobnd Ea® b
incredibly grateful to our the Stratford Road by Sparkhill A great spotted wood-
friends at Amicus Vets. Es-t | N @ b2id SEL O fpdtker thdf weilhand® 2 d.
pecially the boss, Roy, Who pect to find in those areas, but agared, brought to us as an
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ft26SR u 2 NB U dyriNikg H@I)Ltreespsa %%u young on mealworms, a firm
agree with that decision, y SGSNJ (Y26 ¢ KL ( fagogrigAgrfoyr birds!y v |
. SaNE£ENIvd but there we are!). Regard- yoy answer a call for help! The two survivors are happily
A roe deer recovering in one ofess of that, we will always tucking into the only thing they go absolutely mad for: live
our pens. Once rehabilitated wgecommend Amicus for any mealworms, long been one of the secrets to our succes:

release them back into the wiId\N”d“fe needs! KSNE® 28 2dzi K218 GKSa LIdz
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entirely. event was held at the beautiful Hippodrome Theatre with
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. to say that | won theANIMAL AWARD(Indeed that is me
ting more and more calls about _ L

. holding the receiving the award on the front of the card!)
are parrots and parakeets. Bir-

mingham seems to be full of A special thanks has to ¢
them these days, with wild colo- to Rob Meese for nomina
nies popping up all over theAy 3 YS3z O2dz
place, including a large onewithout your nomination,
around Handsworth Wood! They and for accompanying
generally seem to survive ex-on the night along with m
Our resident macaw, tremely well, even thrive, but do daughter Wendy, and Ame
Benny. Rescued over 20find themselves stuck in placeslia my wonderful grand
years ago! like factories and shops, or down daughter. It was a fantast
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cheeky macaws. And honestly, who teaches them to swekaughter, and celebration.(L-R) Rob, Wendy, myself & little
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know how | am when | get started!
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the years, Hollytrees has built i |

. animals a better life.
all sorts of traps and technique
for safely catching just about arf W 2 Sttt AGQa GKFG GAYS |3FAY
creature that comes our way*Sees ., o 3S0 GKAAa FAYAAKSR dzLJ a2 Al
The most challenging is alwa [ ple.

those animals that decide th | must start by giving a massive thank you to all of you won

motorways are the perfect plac ' L=23 derful members and nomembers who have helped, do-

to hide. On that subject, | have toA buzzard that was hit by a nated, or supported us in any way. Every little bit counts,
arezr L Ol yQi LiMdidadd&eSescie&\Bth the A 4 K%} & @

"8, %wdegged and foutegged alike, are trul
Agency staff enough; both in thedighways Agency. Here in a ’ 99 ) 99 L y
offices and out on the motor. flight pen before release! grateful. You were so generous in your donations of bed-

. _ ding and other animal supplies after last years newsletter
ways. They are some of the most caring and conS|dera{ﬁat we had o pause takin§ in physical donations for a few

L‘]_S 2LtS Lo Qs S %&M‘% jugt%(ﬁJ v(\?e co%lg ot through everything we had!
think not only of the animals, conduct some much needed renovations to our storage
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rable experiences rescuingl SSLI | 2t t @UNBSA NizyyAy3Iod 2!
distressed animals with them Of volunteers we can have, Covid truly messed that up fot
on our lovely motorways. 9ood it seems, but between the few long standing helpers,
k O When their number pops up and our dedicatedAstaff, we keep thevwheAeIs t,urning. In un-
Another Highways Agency cafn My mobile, you never quite F2NUdzyl 4SS ySgax RdzS G2 At

was this tawny owl. Foundonl Y28 @KL G Qa 2yto Eric,éNhQ‘)hQOEAb?e@ yolugtegesing WithAu§ for a few years
the roadside. Here sheislood SQNB | f g1 8 & NBERRe & dz8F dzf B)d2@RE 1 SSLI TAIKU

ing forward to her feed!  and raring to respond. better half, Annie.

Before | wrap this up for another year, | wantto give amag- S Q9S It &2 KFR a2yYsS adl¥¥F
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bye to our lovely Sophie, who any of you who came to Hollthough as | say these da
lytrees would recognise as the happy, polite, young womain KS 6 Said i KA
who was always eager to help you out. Our Sophie startatbne, is bring Amelia, m|
here as a work placement through college when she wdsst granddaughter, into thi
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she threw herself into the role, and before long she w . . .
o . o . .~ ~ . _Tolittle Amelial have to giv
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. . . . may choose my " nursi
work with the 608 Veterinary Group in Solihull. Best of Iuch
_ : _ _ ome one day after all! Bu
Sophie, with whatever you do. You will be truly missed, and

thank ; hi q tamilv. did f on a serious note, seeing h
we than yoq or everything you, an. your family, di Oreager to get stuck in with thig
Hollytrees. With such a huge hole to fill, we have welcomed . .
- ) ] animals, and her smiling fac
two additions to the team. The first, Sue, started coming to
_ _ when we get to sneak o
us as a volunteer back when she was just 12! She gained the

. . PP -, ~,and_release one back to th}
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’ | derful ther to th ovelv d ht wild, is truly priceless; and
is now also a wonderful mother to three lovely daug ershas fast become another rea-young deer that was found in

whom she drags in to help muck out whenever they clairgon | s0.enjoy the.work we do the wet and cold. She always
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here a
lian hav with in. L '
ant to have you with us aga this will all be hers! thing she can, bless her.

The sgcond IS young Heidi. We first met Heldl when she W&ﬁt for now, from all of us at Hollytrees: the staff, the vol-
dropping off her daughters to volunteer with us through theu

Duke of Edinburah Award Sch before Covid but a st nteers, my darling wife Ann, our family, and all of the ani-
txe o Inburgh Award scheme, before Lovid put a S?r?als in_qur care, we wish you_.a Merry Christmas and &
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getting stuck in herself! Well, after her daughters finished

their time with us and moved on to other things, Heidi de-

cided she wanted to stay and help the animals in our care,
fulfilled by the work we accomplish here together. Years
passed, and now the timing was just right for her to join our

team officially. So, welcome aboard Heidi! Not much will

change really, you can still boss me around and tell me |
need to stop with the hoarding!!
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As always, a huge, heartfelt
thank you to our manager
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here over 30 years now, and
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without her. Without Tracy

keeping all the dayo-day
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| anywhere near the number CHARITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 1072094
. of animals that we do. We  Ho|lytrees Animal Rescue Trust can be found at:
Tracy handeeding a bapy fox"truly appreciate you, and HoIIytrees Kennels
She was on hourly feeding dUt¥r0m the bottom of my Packhorse Lane
until he could look after himseh‘heart thank you Hollywood
Birmingham

And | have to thank my eldest daughter Wendy, who has
been helping me out more and more with the paperwork Phone number: 01564 823244
side of the charity, and the boarding kennels. The rules, Website: www.raydedicoat.com
policies, forms, procedures, seem to compound year on Email addressraydedicoat@tyahoo.cq.uk
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